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Every lesson counts - your child must attend school every single day for
the best chance of success!
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Head to the Education Hub to find out more.



Headteacher's Message

Dear Families,
I hope that all our families celebrating Eid recently had a wonderful time at this special time.
Thank you to the staff and families who came together at our Community Fair on Friday. Money

raised will fund a special 'Bouncy Castle' day for all pupils in summer term and I'm looking
forward to meeting with the School Council soon to get their suggestions on how we use funding



from community events to provide more special events, and to create more special memories.
Previously, money raised has supported the development of our Sensory Room and partially
funded the Year 6 residential.

Well done to Year 4 who completed their 11Before11 promise on Thursday by 'Messing about on
the water' at Cannon Hill Park. You can see photos of this, and other events, on our Instagram
feed www.instagram.com/manorparkprimaryacademy

This week, we are looking forward to further performance skills workshops led by teachers and
students from BOA. We also have parent/carer workshops in Years 2, 4 and 5, Blue Cross
assemblies to teach dog safety, and our Easter assembly. Remember to send in your competition
entries!

Communications with parents and carers is now done through Marvellous Me. If you need any
support with using Marvellous Me, please get in touch.

The last day of term is Friday 11th April. Schools reopens after the Easter break on Monday 28th
April.

Kind regards

Christine Chapman

Headteacher

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fmanorparkprimaryacademy%2Fprofilecard%2F%3Figsh%3DMWY3ZDRtYmgzbzh3eA%3D%3D&data=05|02|Rebecca.Lewis%40manorparkacademy.org|48613fac142c46c201f208dd73a605a7|7c2b6a1004cc48b4b7d1df5014e5d734|0|0|638793879076708286|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=Fyoyo1JIt%2B5oE74Dj90I0cPSxLR3ZrY5RLqFd7MJk2Y%3D&reserved=0

As a community, we have a collective responsibility to keep our children safe. Do not park on the
yellow zig zig lines and please park somewhere that is safe when dropping off or collecting your
child from school.

Parking inconsiderately can put people in danger and you also risk being fined by the council or
local police. Under the Highway Code, it is illegal to park on school zig zag yellow lines.

If you need someone else to collect your child...

We know that sometimes you may need someone else to collect your child at the end of the
school day. Please make sure that:

e The person collecting your child is older than 16 (if they are your child's sibling) and over
18 (if they are not a sibling)

e You inform the school before 2.30pm if someone new is collecting your child. Though we
know other parents collect children for each other, you must let us know that you have
given your permission




Thank you for helping us to keep your child safe,

Becky Lewis

Deputy Headteacher

Star of the Week - Watch this space Friday 11th April
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Apply for free school meals - Important!

Apply for free school meals - GOV.UK (www.qgov.uk)

Dear Parents and Carers,

Did you know that by registering your child for free school meals, you're not only ensuring they
get a nutritious, hot meal every day but also supporting our school's funding? Every child who is
registered for free school meals generates extra funding for the school, which we can invest
directly back into your child's education and wellbeing. This funding helps us provide more
resources, better learning environments, and additional support for our pupils. While all children
in Reception, Year 1, and Year 2 (as well as those under the Mayor's Meals scheme in London)
automatically receive free school meals, we only receive extra funding if you officially register
your child. Please read the attached letter for information on how to apply.



https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

House Points are now collected using Marvellous Me. You can see you child’s individual house
points by clicking on the 'thumbs up' button. However many 'thumbs up' they've had, this is the
number of house points they have received in school!

This week's winner overall is Edwards!




Thumbs Ups

Number of Thumbs Ups awarded in the period selected.

Thumbs Ups
Bemers-Lee .311 Awardedp
1610
Edwards 452

300 325 350 375 400 425 450 475 500

Safeguarding and Wellbeing Update - Instagram




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

Instagram remains one of the world’s most popular social media platforms, especially among teens -
with around 70% of 13 to 17-year-olds using it. Owned by Meta, Instagram allows users to share photos
and videos, create interactive ‘stories’, broadcast live, send private messages and follow others. With

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

Instagram'’s design encourages prolonged use
through endless scrolling of trending content
and generating a fear of missing out (FOMO).
Children can quickly lose track of time browsing
posts from friends, influencers, and strangers,
which may disrupt their day-to-day activities.

1 rmurE
% € A1 cHATBOT CONCERNS

Meta'’s Al, which is available on Instagram,
allows users to chat with an in-app chatbot.
While often helpful, it can blur boundaries for
young users, who may ask for or read content
that is inappropriate or see it as a real friend or
confidant. Privacy issues also arise, as
conversations may not be as secure or private
as children assume.

i 7 A
RISKS OF GOING LIN

The livestream feature allows real-time
broadcasting to followers — or anyone, if the
account is public. This increases the chance of
unwanted contact from strangers and pressure
to act in ways that gain attention, including
engaging in inappropriate behaviour. Viewers
may also post offensive or harmful comments
during live sessions.

regular updates and new features, it's essential for parents and educators to stay informed about how
children are using the app - and what the risks are.

THREADS INTEGRATION

Threads is Instagram’s sister app for public,
text-based conversations. Posts from Threads
appear in users’ Instagram feeds and can lead
children to view, share, and comment on public
conversations with strangers. The content may
not always be age-appropriate and can be
misleading or false.

e
SCHEDULED

MESSAGING m -

Instagram'’s newer ability to schedule direct
messages means that children could receive
messages late at night or early in the morning.
This can disrupt their sleep or keep them
preoccupied before the school day even begins.

-
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EXCLUSION AND LOW
SELF-WORTH

Feeling left out online can have a real emotional
impact. Being left out of photos, receiving fewer
likes, being unfollowed, or being ignored in
chats and comments can leave children feeling
excluded, which often hurts as much as in real
life. There is a risk this can lead to reduced
self-esteem and a sense of not belonging.

Ad\ﬁce for Parents & Educators
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// USE INSTAGRAM'S SUPER\HSION TOOLS SET BOUNDARIES FOR THREADS AND Al

Instagram’s b n Family Centre lets parents monitor how much time

their child spends on the app. Specialised ‘teen accounts’ are private by defa
and offer controls on who can message them. Make sure that children use th
real age when registering their account to ensure they have these protections.

(5 —
OPEN UP THE CONVERSATION

Talk regularly to the children in your care about what they enjoy on

Instagram — and what makes them uncomfortable. Encourage honest chats

about filters, body image, and online approval. Reassure them that they don't need
to edit their appearance or chase ‘likes’ to feel valued.

v

Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwihenationalcollege

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No lial

Parental controls on Instagram also apply to Threads. These allow parents to k d
monitor time spent in the app, check follower lists and adjust exposure to

sensitive content. Discuss Al features, too, therefore helping children understand

that chatbots aren’t real people and should be used with care.

SR
BE MEDIA-SAVVY WITH INFLUENCERS

Parents should follow a few of the influencers their child watches, so they can
better understand the content they're seeing. Use this as a springboard to talk
about the difference between genuine recommendations and paid promotions —
and how online personalities can shape opinions and behaviour.

National
College’

@wake.up.wednesday
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Dates for your Diary

Parents Evening - Monday 7th April and Wednesday 9th April

Last day of school - Friday 11th April

Return to school - Monday 28th April

School Term Dates for This Year - 2024/25

Please see the calendar below showing all of the school term dates, bank holidays and teacher
training days for the next academic year.




Manor Park Calendar 2024/25
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We are a Nut Free School!




Give us a follow on Instagram!
https://www.instagram.com/manorparkprimaryacademy/
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https://www.instagram.com/manorparkprimaryacademy/

If you need to report your child's absence...

R4
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Please call 0121 327 1023 to report your child's absence by 9.30am

If you need support with your child's attendance, please contact Jo Green via email at
enquiry@manorparkacademy.org or call the school office.




At Manor Park Primary

Academy everyone
Aspiration Courage
has the right to feel safe.

Gratitude»— Kindness,——

At Manor Park Primary

Academy everyone
espec
has the right to learn.
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We are your Designated Safeguarding Leads. REAch?
We can help you.
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