
 

Newsletter 6th October 2023 

Every lesson counts  - your child must attend school every single day for 

the best chance of success! 

 



Our best attending classes this week are: 

1st Ochre 98.8%  

2nd Teal 97%  

3rd Topaz 96.4% 

National Average attendance this week is 95%. Our top 3 classes have beaten it!  

Well done to everyone who is meeting this target and more! 

Attendance Procedures and Autumn and Winter Illness  

 

As we approach Autumn and the weather changes, illnesses such as colds and flu came become more  

common. The impact of these can be varied and impact the health of a child and consequently their  

attendance and learning. In school we have regularly and constant cleaning routines through the day, 

antibacterial gel is available in many spaces around school and pupils are encouraged to wash their 

hands correctly during social times.   

To reinforce the importance of regular attendance, avoid illnesses, where possible, and ensure a positive 

start to each school day. Please look to use the following supportive measures at home:  

• Reinforce hygiene routines daily  



• Help your child(ren) to develop a night-time routine – a regular bedtime is key to ensuring that  

students get enough sleep and are rested, healthy and ready for each day of learning.  

• Limit time on devices – having an agreed ‘switch-off’ time for electronic devices can be key to  building 

positive relationships and supports students in being able to relax at home.  

• Build a morning routine – ensuring that students have breakfast supports a healthy start to the  day 

and boosts their metabolism which will allow them to be more alert and make more of each  learning 

opportunity.  

We can often feel worse in the morning and if your child is feeling unwell but can come into school, 

please make sure that they do.  

Please call 0121 327 1023 or email enquiry@manorparkacademy.org to inform us if this is the case and 

we can monitor them  throughout the day; we will always contact you if your child is too unwell to 

continue at school.  

We find that this approach often reduces the amount of time lost to avoidable absence (and children 

usually feel much better as the day goes on!)  

 

Thank you for your support 

 

Dear Families, 

This October children will learn about the origins of Black History Month and it's significance during the 

time it was created.  

At Manor Park, we know black history is especially important for many members of our community  - but 

October is not the only month that we recognise it! Therefore it is woven into the curriculum throughout 

the year so that your children can learn and celebrate Black History in a broad and balanced way. Here 

are some examples; 

 

mailto:enquiry@manorparkacademy.org


Literacy, History and Geography 

• Children learn about the inspirational black women who provided the intricate mathematics 

needed for the Apollo 11 Moon Landing  

• As part of their World War II studies, children learn about the incredible Black and Asian soldiers 

who helped Britain to win the war  

• Children learn about Windrush and the crucial contribution Caribbean people made to rebuild 

the British economy after World War II 

• In Early Years, children learn about their heritage with a focus on their families and their 

community  

PSHE 

• Celebrating differences, culture and showing respect and kindness  

• Learning that they must not unlawfully discriminate against anyone because of their protected 

characteristics 

Music 

• Through Charanga, children explore and play Hip Hop, Motown and Rap from artists such as 

Pharell Williams, Will Smith, Bob Marley, Martha Reeves, Bill Withers, Afrodeutsche and Eska 

Mtungwazi 

We will of course have our annual Caribbean Food Day at school, and children will use some of their PSHE 

lessons to look at why Black History month as created, and how other cultures (such as North and South 

Asians) also celebrate their heritage. They will also learn about inspirational black women who made 

changes to our world.   



Our community is an incredible mix of many cultures and backgrounds. Our diversity provides a richness 

of experiences and learning for the children (and adults) who are part of it. In the Spring Term we will be 

organising a Community Fayre to bring everyone together. If you have any ideas for this, please do pop 

along to our next coffee morning to share!  

 

In other news, Year 6 took part in 'Get Confidence' Workshops this week, led by Amit Ghose and designed 

to "utilise my own personal life experiences, with the aim to assist children in understanding the 

importance of embracing their unique personalities and celebrating the differences among them." 

 

Many thanks to all of the parents and carers who have been in touch to let us know their up-to-date 

email addresses. Communication with our families is hugely important to us as a community, as a way to 

share important information and to celebrate the amazing events in school! If you have not received 

recent emails about our RHSE and PSHE curriculum and an overview of Trips and Workshops, please get 

in touch to let us know your current email address by emailing enquiry@manorparkacademy.org. 

For next week only, usual PE days in Years 3 and 4 will change slightly due to Wheelchair Basketball 

lessons taking place.  Year 4 need to wear PE kit on Wednesday only and Year 3 need to wear PE kit on 

Friday only.  

Thank you and have a great weekend! 



Ms Chapman and Miss Lewis 

Important Information about Measles and the MMR Vaccine 

 

Over 102,000 children starting primary school in England are at risk of catching measles With millions of 

children across the country going back to school this week, NHS England is urging parents to  check that 

their children are up to date with their MMR (Measles, Mumps and Rubella) vaccinations in the  wake of 

measles cases rising across the country.  Childhood vaccination rates have fallen over the past ten years 

and this week statistics show that over  102,000 children aged four and five years old starting in 

reception are not protected against catching  measles, mumps and rubella.  Measles is highly infectious 

and if left unvaccinated nine out of ten children in a classroom can catch the  disease if just one child is 

infectious.  If you are unsure if you or your child are up to date, check your child's red book or GP records 

and make an  appointment to catch up any missed doses.  For more information on the NHS vaccination 

schedule, please visit 



 



Weekly Online Safety Update  - Among us 

 



Scholastic Book Fair Returns for Parent's Evenings! 

 



 



 



 



Stars of Manor Park 

 

STAR OF THE WEEK! 

These children were especially chosen because they have shown all of our school values consistently 

this week! 

 

 

Nursery     Lhon      

Indigo        Jasmine     

Violet         Esa                

Copper       Pari   

Gold            Yingxuan.           

Aqua            Isa  

Turquoise    Hannah   

Cerise        Sarah  

Crimson      Hawa   

Bronze        Romero                    

Ochre          Xian                    



Ruby           Mohammed     

Topaz          Avram       

Emerald     Elise      

Teal            Adnan 

 

A big well done to you all! 

House Points! 

 

House points :  

 



1st   Berners-Lee   920 

2nd  Lightwood      915 

3rd   Edwards        770 

4th   Aston             705 

 

Very close between Berners-Lee and Lightwood! 

A Very Special Piece of Homework For Every Family in the UK - Courtesy 

of ITV 

 

The broadcaster is encouraging every school in the country to set a different kind of homework ahead of 

World Mental Health Day on 10th October. Designed in collaboration with a psychologist and the 

teaching community, the task encourages young people to have a proper chat with an adult they trust 

about the hardest subject on their minds. Click here for more information. 

ITV Get Talking Mental Health - Article, Information and Key Facts 

ITV Special Homework Video - Get Talking Mental Health 

https://www.itvplc.com/socialpurpose/news/2023/2023-itv-britain-get-talking-returns#:~:text=The broadcaster is encouraging every school in the,trust about the hardest subject on their minds.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7401lp4a7A


Interactive Homework Task Book - Get Talking 

https://www.itv.com/britaingettalking/


Supporting Your Child's Mental Health 

 



 

The Waiting Room has been developed for citizens across Birmingham to provide links to 100’s of 

Birmingham and Solihull based services that can help you take more control of your own health and 

wellbeing. It also provides links to key national organisations that can help you be more informed of the 

options available.  

Manor Park Academy use these services to support children and families. If you need any support or 

advice, call in at the office to discuss these services.  

Home - The Waiting Room (the-waitingroom.org) 

https://the-waitingroom.org/


Follow us on 'X' 

 

Thank you so much to those of you who have given us a follow! 

 

Please head to @MPA_Primary 

 or click 



 https://twitter.com/MPA_Primary?t=0jffDwMic-nOEGXl2gPdIA&s=03  

to find daily updates about the amazing things your children are doing at school! 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Stay and Read - Every Friday 8.40am - 8.55am Reception and Nursery Classes 

Reception Open Day - Tuesday 24th October  

Parent's Evening - Monday 22nd and Thursday 26th October (Including Book Fair!) 

https://twitter.com/MPA_Primary?t=0jffDwMic-nOEGXl2gPdIA&s=03
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